
 

 

Demonstration Lesson 
held on the 25 of January 2016 

at school # 1239 in class #3 “C” by the teacher 
of the  

English language E.R.Eshchenko in cooperation 
with the  

teacher of the English language and pupils of 
Indian Embassy school in Moscow Mrs. 

Elizabeth Philips and the classmistress and 
teacher of 3”C” class Tatiana Golovacheva 

 
 

I. The Topic of the lesson - “Holidays in Russia 
and India”. 

II. The Aim of the Lesson: to show the 
communication skills of pupils in the form of 
dialogues while getting acquainted, 
demonstrate the correct use of Present Simple,  
Present Continuous, numerals, the skill of 
describing pictures and use of English for  
exchange of cultural information. Also our pupils 
will demonstrate what they have learnt about 
India at school at their lessons about the world 
surrounding us. Now I’d like to give the floor to 
the Principal of school 1239 Mrs Alena 
Timashova. 

Mrs Alena Timashova: The words of greeting. 
E.Eshchenko: Dear pupils of school 1239 and our 
guests - teachers and pupils of KVM, we are glad to 
see you here. This is not the first time we meet, the 
cooperation between our schools has  lasted since 



 

 

2006 and  we have taken part in several mutual 
programs and projects. This lesson will help pupils 
to understand better culture and traditions of our 
countries – India and Russia. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Philips: 
(or Principal of KVM Mr. M.Vellaichamy) “That word 
is 'willing.' It's an attitude and spirit of cooperation that should 
permeate our conversations. It's like a palm tree by the ocean 
that endures the greatest winds because it knows how to 
gracefully bend. ”  
― Stephen Kendrick, The Love Dare..yes indeed the mutual respect and 
sharing we exhibit is instrumental in understanding our 
cultures better. 
 

E.Eshchenko: The floor is given to the pupils 
of school 1239 and their teacher Tatiana 
Golovacheva. 
 
Tatiana Golovacheva: 

 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/69521.Stephen_Kendrick
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4833689


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

E. Eshchenko: Now children, first of all we would 
like you to get acquainted. ( At each desk two pupils 
are sitting- one from school 1239 and the other from 
KVM). In the form of the dialogue they greet each 
other, ask questions about their names, age, the 
country they come from. Also they ask each other 
about what they can and like to do, about their 
families and friends. Three groups of pupils present 
dialogues and demonstrate skills of communication. 



 

 

E.Eshchenko: Very well done, pupils. Now some of 
our pupils want to say a few words. 
Emil Gurbanov (1239) : Dear friends, we know 
something about your wonderful country – India. It 
is situated in Asia and the capital of it is Delhi. It is 
the country of ancient traditions and beautiful 
people of many nationalities.  
Elena Eshchenko: Children, and what holidays do 
the people of India and Russia celebrate in the 
same way? 
Tanya Shukhman:(1239) There are some festivals 
and holidays that people celebrate both in Russia 
and in India. For example, Christmas and New 
Year. In both countries people decorate Christmas 
trees and give presents to friends and relatives.  
Pupil of KVM: Yes, but there are some differences 
in celebrating these holidays. In India nowadays 
most people celebrate New Year as in the whole 
world on the 31st of December. Christmas in India is 
celebrated on the 24th of December by Christians, 
while in Russia most people celebrate it on the 7th 
of January according to the Orthodox Church 
calendar. 
  Boris Gelfand (1239): After Christmas from the 7th 
to 19th of January groups of people go from house 
to house in traditional Russian costumes and sing 
carols or “kalyadky”, songs about Christ and 
Christmas. It is especially popular in villages. They  
beg for sweets and people to whose houses they 
come, give them sweets gladly. 



 

 

 
/the picture of people singing carols on the screen/ 

 
Tanya Shukhman: This period after Christmas 
celebrations which lasts from the 7th till the 19th of 
January is called Christmas – tide or “Svayatki” in 
Russian. This word means “Holy Days”. There are 
special celebrations at churches and people 
celebrate these days at home round the decorated 
Christmas tree and eat delicious dishes. Very 
common is stuffed goose. 



 

 

 
/the picture of Christmas service at a church/ 

 
Sonya Orlovskaya: There is one more interesting 
tradition in Russia. In most families of Russia we 
celebrate New Year two times: once on the 31st of 
December and the second time on the 13th of 
January. We call the second celebration “Old New 
Year” and it is a family holiday. We celebrate this 
holiday the first time according to Grigorian 
calendar and the second time according to the 
Julian calendar. 
KVM pupil: It’s strange enough! 
Sonya Orlovskaya: Yes, but our people like this 
holiday very much. It is one of our favourite 
traditions.    
KVM Pupil(Rushil): Can you show us any 
photographs in which we can see families 



 

 

celebrating New Year or Christmas? 
/Photos showing celebration of New Year / 

Maria Romanenko 1239: Yes, sure.  I want to 
describe these photos. 



 

 

In these photos you can see  my family. We are 
seeing the New Year in. There is a decorated 
Christmas tree in the corner of the room with a lot of 



 

 

toys and lamps on it. All the people in the photo are 
happy and they are smiling. They are 

wearing beautiful dresses. Father Frost and Snow 



 

 

Maiden are coming. People sometimes invite them 
to make children happy. They give us presents. In 
this photo you can see us with our presents. 
 



 

 

 
  Emil Gurbanov (1239) I want to tell you about 
one festival very popular with Russian people. It is 
Shrovetide or Maslenitza. We celebrate it before 



 

 

Lent in spring. People cook pancakes or “bliny”, 
they symbolize the sun, sing songs and dance in 
the streets. 
Paul Pavlov (1239):  
People in colourful national dresses celebrate 
Maslenitza: they dance, sing,cook and eat 
pancakes. At the end of the celebration people burn 
a figure of straw saying Good bye to winter and 
greeting  spring. Look at this photo.  

 
/a photo of a family celebrating Shrovetide by eating 

pancakes/ 
In this photo you can see my family. We are all 
sitting round the table: my Mummy, my sisters and I. 
We are having great time. We are smiling and 
eating tasty pancakes. You can't see my Dad 



 

 

because at this moment he is taking this photo. 
E.Eshchenko: Very good photos children and 
interesting stories too. 
Sofia Orlovskaya (1239): I know that people in 
Europe before  Lent celebrate coming of spring with 
carnivals. The most popular one is the carnival in 
Venice, Italy. 

 
/the picture of carnival Venice/ 

In the picture you can see this carnival. People are 
wearing different masks and fancy dresses. The 
streets of the city look very beautiful. Many tourists 
come here from different countries to celebrate. 
 
Stepan  Chemolosov (1239): I know that in your 
country there is a very colourful festival of paints.  I 
do  not understand everything about it. I want to ask 
you to tell us about it in detail.  



 

 

KVM pupils about Holi –Divya- 
 
 It shows the festival of colours .We celebrate it 
every year in the month of February or March. A 
day before to playing with colours; we gather dry 
wood and pile it up .These logs are lit. It is called 
Holika.We dance and sing around it.We believe that 
we burn all our shortcomings and bad deeds in the 
fire. 

 
 
  
 
Anand  – Yes, we dance and sing around the fire 
and we believe that all our shortcomings and bad 
deeds are burnt in the fire . 
Shourya –We also roast groundnuts and offer the 
fresh harvest to the fire !! 
Jithin – Next morning we put bright coloured 
powder on the faces of our family and friends 



 

 

….Earlier Holi was played with flowers you know !! 
The whole day is spent in fun!  

 

 
  They also show photographs of their families 
celebrating Holi and Divali and describe them. 
Elena Eshchenko: Thank you, dear children. Your 
story is very interesting. I know that in India as well 
as in Russia there are a lot of holidays, many of 



 

 

them are religious.  
Stepan Chemolosov: I know that there is one 
more beautiful festival in India – the festival of 
lights. Will you please tell us about it. 
 
KVM pupils tell stories and show pictures about  
Divali. 
Karan-I The festival of  lights is also known as 
Diwali. Beautiful pictures of Rangoli are  at the 
entrance of each home to welcome prosperity and 
well being ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 Abbas- We burst crackers, wear new clothes and 
also worship goddess Lakshmi this day. It is 



 

 

celebrated in different parts of India in a unique 
way. In North India the tradition to stay awake the 
whole night playing cards or chousar is there and 
Deep Daan is considered very auspicious. 
 
 

 
 
Pranshu-The story goes behind the celebration is 
that Lord Rama came back to Ayodhya after 
defeating the demon king Ravana. Rama also was 
to be coronated as King then.So everyone in the 
town welcomes and heralds the beginning of a new 
era by lighting series of lamps. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yuvraj- Blessings from elders in the family are 
solicited and sweets are shared with all …especially 
round  Laddoos !! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Elena Eshchenko explains the meanings of 
some words and symbols to the children of 
school 1239 in Russian. 
 
Yuvraj-Diwali is celebrated all over the world now 
by the Indian community .The Indians gather in 
community centers or hindu temples to offer pujas 
together .Here is a picture of such a function in 
California (USA). 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
E.Eshchenko: Thank you for your interesting story, 
dear guests. We know that hardly any festival in 
India can do without colourful dances. Will you 
please show us one of them and say a few words to 
us about it. 
Divya :India is indeed a multicultural land where 
people following various faiths and religions co –
exist. 
Here is a dance on Holi…mainly performed  in the 
North Indian state of Rajasthan. 
The quick silver expressions and fast foot tapping 
movements and colorful outfits I am sure would 
leave a spell bound….. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Now we are going to  present a dance ….Holiya 
mein ude re gulal……. 
 
E.Eshchenko: Our dear pupils, teachers and 
friends, thank you for your interesting stories. They 
helped us to understand better the people and 
countries of each other, they brought us together. 
The English language  was the means that helped 
us do it. The pupils showed good speaking skills 
and used correct grammar forms. They also 
showed deep interest in the culture of the friendly 
country. I think they deserve excellent marks. Of 
course there will be no home task for the next 
lesson.  I hope that cooperation between our 
schools will continue in future and we will take part 
in different interesting programs and projects. 
Thank you once again and Good bye.   


